Language Ideology and Language Change in the Balkans today

Victor A. Friedman (Chicago)

The focus of my talk will be on the interrelationships of politics, language ideology, language practice, and language perception in the Balkans, as well as how these relate to a larger European project. In Friedman 1997 I identified 9 language ideological axioms and illustrated their impact on various Balkan languages. In the seventeen years since that article appeared, many political changes have taken place in the Balkans. The third Yugoslavia ceased to exist (2003), and then Montenegro became independent from Serbia (2006). Kosovo became a protectorate under UNSCR 1244 (1999) and then an independent republic (2008). The Republic of Macedonia experienced an ethnic Albanian insurgency which led to a series of constitutional amendments in which language had a central place (2001). These amendments affected not only Albanian, but all the minority languages of Macedonia, especially Romani. The Greek neo-Nazi political party Golden Dawn, which had appeared as a canker on the Greek political body in the late twentieth century, resumed its activities in 2007, terrorizing minority languages and winning national elections. Meanwhile, in Greek Thrace, Pomak achieved a recognition, e.g., in Kokkas 2004,  denied to Macedonian. This is in stark contrast to the events that led to the publication of Vinožito 2006, which, interestingly, pre-date the re-emergence of the Golden Dawn.  Elsewhere in Europe, the Eurotyp project (König 1998) and related works (Haspelmath 1998, 2001) have attempted to impute to “Europe” the characteristics of a sprachbund (I treat this word as an English borrowing from German, like pretzel) that in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries had been a preserve precisely of the Balkans. The points of resemblance to Jakobson’s (1931) postulation of a Eurasian sprachbund are striking. My paper will thus investigate not only the effects of ideology on grammar, but also the effects of ideology on the perceptions of grammar and the history of grammar. It is especially interesting to note that some of the first historical grammatical changes identified as linking the Indo-European languages of nineteenth-century European Turkey are again the focus of language ideological attention, but at the same time other features that received less attention historically are being deployed in new ways.
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