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The fourth to seventh centuries were formative in the art and culture of Armenia.

This era witnessed the conversion of the land to Christianity, the invention of the Armenian
alphabet and the consequent development of a literary tradition, the formulation of a specific
understanding of the nature of Christ, and the emergence of a striking and robust visual
tradition.

The architecture, stone sculpture, and mosaic pavements produced during this era attest to the
integration of Armenians within the broader Mediterranean and Iranian worlds, and to the
development of distinctive artistic forms and practices.

The archaeological findings thus offer powerful testimony of contemporary beliefs, social
structures, and political conditions of Armenians living both within the historical homeland
and in communities abroad.
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