
Travelling artifacts, taste, and consumption: 

The early modern Habsburg Monarchy from a transcultural perspective (Travart) 

Abstract 

Travart is a bilateral research WTZ-project financed by the Agency for Education and 
Internationalisation (OeAD) and the Campus France that links 16 historians, art historians, and linguists 
from France and Austria to explore the Habsburg Monarchy jointly from the perspective of a 
transcultural history of entanglement. The guiding theme is the transfer of material artifacts from one 
cultural context to another, which will be analyzed in terms of materiality, taste, and consumption. 
The focus is on processes of decontextualization and recontextualization, reception mechanisms, 
social distinction and identity, networks, and the formation and overcoming of spaces. Travart 
promises new insights into the interconnectedness of the Habsburg Monarchy with European and 
global networks in the early modern period. Due to the different foci of the project partners, the 
project leads to synergies and links French and Austrian research on the history of the Habsburg 
Monarchy in an unprecedented way. 
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on the Development of Taste 

Christian STANDHARTINGER (Institute for Habsburg and Balkan Studies, Austrian Academy of 
Sciences): The Letters and Diaries of Johanna Theresia von Harrach 
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