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YOUR PKU TIME

l Peking University 101
l Key info sharing 



Brief History of PKU

The University’s precursor 
the Imperial University of 

Peking was founded

The name of the 
University was 

officially changed to 
Peking University

Cai Yuanpei was 
appointed as 

university 
president

Moved to Kunming. 
Formed the National 

Southwest Associated 
University along with 

Tsinghua University and 
Nankai University 

1898 1912 1916 1938 1946 1952 1998 2000 2018 and forward

Moved back to 
Beijing(then 

named Beiping)

After the nationwide 
restructuring of 
colleges and 

departments, merged 
with Yenching 

University

Centennial 
celebration: 

announced the 
objective of creating a 
world-class university

Merged with Beijing 
Medical University

120th anniversary 
of the founding of 
Peking University



PKU Logo

Primary Colour Palette-Beida Red

PMS DS 821C/ DS 821U
Four Colour Process: COM100Y100K45
RGB: R139 G0 B18
Web: 94070A

This logo is composed of two ancient 
Chinese seal characters “Bei Da”, the 
abbreviation of Peking University in Chinese. 
The “Bei” character on top looks like a 
mountain and the “Da” character beneath 
looks like a simplified human figure. This 
symbolizes that the people at PKU bear 
responsibilities on their shoulders. The 
identifying colour of PKU is the colour known 
as Beida Red, which symbolizes creative 
spirit and change.



Peking University West Gate
(Main Gate)

In Ming Dynasty, the area where the 

West Gate is situated now used to be 

par t  of  the Shaoyuan Garden,  a 

famous scenic spot  where many 

l i t e r a t i  e n j o y e d  t h e  v i e w  a n d 

composed poet ry.  Later  in  Qing 

Dynasty, the garden was rebuilt into 

an emperor’s garden, also frequently 

visited by scholars of that time.



Weiming Lake & Boya Pagoda

During the Qing dynasty, the 
Weiming lake area was part of the 
Shuchun Garden. The Garden was 
given by Emperor Qianlong to his 
favourite minister He Shen, who 
oversaw its extravagant construction. 
Even today, some remnants of the 
Shuchun Garden can still be seen. 
Boya Pagoda is an example of 
traditional Chinese architecture built 
in western way. The whole pagoda is 
constructed of reinforced concrete 
except its stone base.



Courses

For Chinese Language 
Studies:

• Must take at least 18 hours of 
courses per week.

• Administrative staff from the 
School of Chinese as a 
Second Language is 
responsible for the academic 
arrangement.

For Undergraduate Course 
Studies:

• Must select between 6-20 
credits worth of courses 
per semester.



Extension of Study Period
& Transferring between Departments

• The ISD accepts applications for 
extensions and transfers typically during 
May in Spring semester and November in 
Fall semester. Please check the notice 
board on the ISD official website for the 
latest information.

• Students can extend their period of study 
for a maximun of 3 semesters in total. 
Students can only apply for a transfer 
between from SCSL to departments.



End-of-study Procedures

• At the end of the study 
peroids, students can apply 
for their Cerificate of Study 
and Official Transcripts. For 
exchange students, the 
transcripts will be mailed to 
home universities in the 
beginning of the new 
semester.

• Library, dormitory procedures
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Campus Life at PKU 
and Life in Beijing 



Canteens

Artwork Created by Student

:) 8 canteens on campus.
More than 4 restaurants in PKU, in 
which you can pay by cash, wechat, 
alipay instead of your student card. 
(including Heyuan and Yiyuan 
restaurant in Global Village)
 
:) We have food trucks on campus 
near the teaching buildings and 
dormitories. 
 



• The Centennial Hall of Peking University is a modern multi-functional campus theater and an 
important place for cultural exchange in Peking University, holding theatrical performances, film 
screenings, lectures, meetings, ceremonies, exhibition, press conferences, and so on, all year round.

• Buy tickets online / offline (ticket window)

• The Qiu Deba stadium, which held the 2008 Olympic ping-pong tournament, now has a swimming pool, 
handball, basketball, badminton, volleyball venues and a fitness center.

• Reserve online through “智慧场馆”

Facilities



PKU Library

PKU has the largest library out of all Asian Universities, which holds 8 million books, out 
of which there are 200 thousand books that date back to the 5th-18th centuries. The 
library has also purchased access to dozens of databases around the world, allowing 
its students to browse online for free.
• Check books and enter databases through:https://www.lib.pku.edu.cn/portal/en



 Mental and physical health care

Mental Health Hotline: 010-62760521
Contact Email: zixun@pku.edu.cn

Student Counselling and Mental Health Services：
The PKU Student Counselling and Mental Health Centre provides 
individual counselling for any personal issue/s that may be affecting 
your wellbeing. 
• One-on-one Counselling Sessions with a Certified Professional
• PKU 24/7 Mental Health Hotline
• Mental Health Seminars

     
PKU school hospital:
• Located on the northeast of the campus
• Offline Registration/Book reservation online through WeChat
• Bring your student ID card and passport
     

mailto:zixun@pku.edu.cn


Free-to-Use Applications
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Download at: software.pku.edu.cn

PKU has purchased rights to dozens of 
professional-grade applications that can be 
accessed by registered students for free.

These applications will aid students in their 
workflow and help inspire creativity. From data-
analysis software to cinema-grade video editing 
tools, we have got you covered.

Here are some applications you might find 
interesting:
Adobe (Full Suite), MATLAB, Origin, NOD22, 
SPSS, Endnote, Microsoft Windows, Microsoft 
Office…



 In PKU, Today there are over 260 highly active 
student associations. The Societies of Peking 
University strive to be progressive and keep up 
with the times, enriching the spirit of PKU and its 
campus culture.

Student Clubs and Societies



Tips for PKU – Must have Apps

Artwork Created by Student



Tips for PKU – Campus life
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§ Canteens are usually open until 7pm; exception is Jiayuan 3rd floor1

§ Walk! Or bicycles everywhere: Use with Meituan or Alipay4

§ Get a water bottle and fill water up for free in almost every building here2

§ Three gyms: Qiudeba, computer science department and global village3

§ Be open minded and participate in as many events as possible (also to get to know locals)5



Tips for PKU – Global village
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§ Taobao & Meituan 
shelves at each 
buildingDe

liv
er

y

§ Vending machines to 
get water after 
11:30pmW

at
er



Tips for PKU – Beijing and traveling
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§ Shopping and recreation: Wudaokou & Sanlitun
§ Take your passport with you every time you are 

going to a touristic spot and keep a photo of it on 
your phone
§ Commuting through the subway, busses or taxi 

(Paying via Alipay)
§ Restaurant recommendation: Hot pot at Haidilao 
§ Travel recommendations: Tianjin for a day trip, 

Xian or Shanghai for a (long) weekend, Sichuan 
(Chengdu, Chongqing) for a week

Beijing



Tips for PKU – Questions
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Best of luck to you!


