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Endemic eels (Anguilla mossambica) were r--_;-T-'""'-‘_'_"_ ow of th rgest lake in
Madagascar and transported 600 km to the Eas’mﬁére tagged wi;c?r;op—up satellite
archival transmitters to study their marine migrations. The tags surfaced ca. 800 km east near
the Mascarene Islands, where French colleagues had predicted their spawning area to be. The
eels exhibited distinct diel vertical migrations between 70 and 1000 m depth corresponding to
temperatures between 24 and 6 °C. Do eels always migrate back to where they were
spawned? Do they form large aggregations or spawn in small numbers? How do they find their }é
mates? During extensive research cruises only a handful of leptocephali were caught for most
species, but nobody has ever seen spawning eels. However, wouldn’t such a defenceless, shy
creature escape from a brightly illuminated and noise-pounding research vessel? Will this
expensive search eventually help us to close the reproductive cycle in captivity? Tropical -
countries have just started to enter the global eel trade, but local fishermen report drastic — .
declines. -
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