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Salzburg, July 2025
Pressemeldung:
Ulrich Winkler Award 2025 geht an Andrea Schmuck fiir lhr Werk:

»Glaubensraum Dialog.
Zur Erkenntnistheorie des jlidisch-christlichen Dialogs”

"Dialogue as a Space of Faith: Toward an Epistemology of Jewish-Christian
Relations”

Verleihung am 7. August 2025 um 15:30 Uhr an der Katholisch Theologischen Fakultit der PLUS, HS
103, Universitatsplatz 1, Salzburg im Rahmen der Crossculture Religious Studies Summerschool.

Andrea Schmuck (geb. 1990) ist hauptberuflich im Erzbisch6éflichen Ordinariat Miinchen tatig und
arbeitet nebenberuflich als Postdoc-Projektmitarbeiterin im Projekt ,Theologie als
Hoffnungsforschung? Auswirkungen der Klimakrise auf theologische Reflexion und religiose Praxis” an
der Katholisch-Theologischen Fakultdt Salzburg. Ebenfalls in Salzburg absolvierte sie bis 2024 ihr
Studium und ihre Promotion, seit 2015 als Stipendiatin des Theologischen Exzellenzprogrammes. Ihre
Forschungsschwerpunkte sind theologische Epistemologien, Theologie Interkulturell sowie
interdisziplindre Themenfelder wie Theologie und Kulturtheorien, Hoffnungsforschung,
Klimafolgenforschung und Environmental Humanities. Andrea Schmuck lebt mit Ihrem Ehemann und
ihren zwei Kindern (geb. 2019 und 2021) in Oberbayern zwischen Chiemsee und Salzburg.

Andrea Schmuck is employed at the Archdiocesan Ordinariate of Munich and holds a part-time
postdoctoral position within the research project “Theology as research on hope? Effects of the
climate crisis on theological reflection and religious practice” at the Faculty of Catholic Theology,
Salzburg University. She completed her studies and doctoral degree at the University of Salzburg in
2024, supported by the “Exzellenzprogramm” since 2015. Her research interests include Theological
epistemologies, intercultural theology, and interdisciplinary fields such as cultural theory, the study of
hope, and environmental humanities. Andrea Schmuck resides with her husband and their two
children near Salzburg in Upper Bavaria.




ABSTRACT

Um das Jahr 2015 brach eine neue Phase des jlidisch-christlichen Dialogs an. In offiziellen
Dokumenten, die das 50-jahrige Jubildaum der Erklarung Nostra aetate von christlicher wie jldischer
Seite als Anlass aufgreifen, stellt sich auch die Frage nach der theologischen Dimension des jlidisch-
christlichen Dialogs und der theologischen Bedeutung des Judentums fiir das Christentum. Das hat
Auswirkungen auf die Arbeitsweisen katholischer Theologie. In ihrem Entwurf einer
Erkenntnistheorie des Dialogs macht Andrea Schmuck auf Verdanderungen traditioneller, katholisch-
verfasster und lehramtlich regulierter Wissensformen im Zeichen des Dialogs aufmerksam und
skizziert von dort aus eine zukunftsfahige, dialogisch verfasste, ambiguitats- und pluralitatsfahige
Epistemologie.

Around 2015, a new phase in Jewish-Christian dialogue began. In official documents issued by both
Christian and Jewish representatives to mark the 50th anniversary of the declaration Nostra aetate,
guestions emerged concerning the theological dimension of Jewish-Christian dialogue and the
significance of Judaism for Christian theology. These developments reveal a broader impact on the
methods and frameworks of Catholic theology. In proposing an epistemology of dialogue, the study
highlights shifts in traditional, magisterially regulated forms of Catholic knowledge and outlines a
forward-looking epistemological model—one that is dialogical in nature and open to ambiguity and
plurality.

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Winkler

Ulrich Winkler was born in 1961 in Gallneukirchen/Mihlviertel
(Upper Austria) into a family of small farmers. After school and
grammar school, which he completed at the Collegium Petrinum in
Linz, he began studying theology in Linz in 1980, soon transferred
to the renowned year of study at the Dormition Abbey in Jerusalem
and then went to Salzburg, where he completed his studies with a
Master's degree in 1987 after guest stays in Munich and Tubingen.
After completing his doctorate in 1997 with a thesis on the
theology of creation, Ulrich Winkler focussed on a subject area that
was becoming increasingly important in German-speaking
theology: the theology of religions. He played a decisive role in the
founding of the now internationally recognised Centre for Intercultural Theology and the Study of
Religions (2001). His habilitation thesis "Wege der Religionstheologie. Von der Erwahlung zur
komparativen Theologie 2010), Ulrich Winkler focussed in particular on comparative methods and the
theology of Israel. This was also applied in the university course 'Spiritual Theology in the Interreligious
Process', which he co-developed and led. In 2016, Winkler took over the Laurentius Klein Chair of
Biblical and Ecumenical Theology at the Theological Year in Jerusalem. After falling ill, he passed away
on 27 January 2020. In the award he initiated and financed, he would like to continue to promote the
topics of his research life in theology.
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