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greenCCR - cure cancer sustainably 
– Medical University of Vienna

greenCCR aims to systematically embed sustainability at 
the Center for Cancer Research (CCR) in the long run. 
Its approach is based on the recognition that sustainable 
change can only be achieved through coordinated, 
interest-based action by all stakeholders. greenCCR 
combines structural measures with awareness-raising 
and active employee participation. A step-by-step, 
inclusive approach ensures that all people are met 
where they are, with critical voices deliberately included. 
Research groups and service units are involved in the 
implementation of sustainability strategies through 
voluntary delegates. The focus is on raising awareness, 
sustainable use of consumables and energy resources, 
and internal and external networking. Successful 
measures are continuously developed, translated into 
standardized processes, and institutionally anchored. 
As a result, sustainability becomes not a project-based 
effort but a permanent part of everyday research life.

Contact: PD Dr. Agnes Csiszar 
agnes.csiszar@meduniwien.ac.at
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Sustainable Research Labs: From Awareness 
to Action – Institute of Science and Technology 
Austria ISTA

Experimental research has a substantial environmental 
footprint, further amplifi ed by the growing use of AI and 
other computational tools. To monitor resource use, 
raise awareness, and reduce our lab footprint, a Lab 
Certifi cation Program was established at ISTA promoting 
sustainable lab practices. Using LEAF (developed by 
University College London) and Green Disc (from the 
Software Sustainability Institute, Cambridge), the team 
assesses lab footprints and track savings from ongoing 
initiatives. In 2024, 12 experimental labs participated 
in the pilot. Following its success, the program now 
includes 15 experimental labs and one computational 
lab. Through energy reduction, equipment and 
consumables sharing, and more effi cient computing, the 
team has started to lower the labs’ footprint. The goal is 
to expand the program in the upcoming years to include 
all experimental and computer-based labs, amplifying 
the impact and be in line with the funders’ sustainability 
criteria.

Contact: Jeroen Dobbelaere 
jeroen.dobbelaere@ist.ac.at
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True-Costs: Facilitating preferences for plant 
based diets in cooperate catering 
– University of Salzburg

The “VeggieMonth” was initiated by the University of Salz-
burg (PLUS), in collaboration with the Austrian Mensen.
at company, to address the urgent need for a sustainable 
shift in dietary habits. Meat heavy diets contribute 
to global warming, biodiversity loss and poor animal 
welfare. More directly, they affect individual employee and 
student health: the Austrian Nutrition Recommendations 
recommend limiting meat consumption to one portion per 
week. The project’s goal was to motivate and promote 
meat-free consumption among students and staff by 
introducing a 2 Euro price reduction on veg* meals 
during several intervention phases in 2024 and 2025. 
This incentive dramatically increased sales: the share 
of vegetarian meals sold rose from 53% (baseline) to 
peaks exceeding 80%. Crucially, the project achieved 
a sustained, transformative effect (e.g., above baseline 
percentages several months post-intervention). Mensen.
at responded by permanently implementing a 5€ vegan 
dish targeted mainly at students.

Contact: Jens Blechert 
jens.blechert@plus.ac.at
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