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On 6 June 2010, in the context of a Eucharistie celebrationin Nicosia (Cyprus),1 

Pope Benedict XVI presented the Instrumentum !aboris of the 'Special Assembly 

of the Synod of Bishops for the Middle East' This paper will provide 

information about the synodical process and the work of preparation. lt will 

include an introduct:ion to the Llneamenta and relate them to the work of the 

PRO ORIENTE Foundat:ion, before finally giving a brief introduct:ion to the 

Instrumentum Laboris, the document which provides the basis for the discussions 

of the Synod. 

THE SYNODICAL PRocEss AND PREPARATORY WoRK 

Whilst in Rome in January 2009 for the official dialogue between the Oriental 

Orthodox Churches and the Catholic Church,2 I met the Chaldean Archbishop 

of Kirkuk, Iraq, Mar Louis Sako, who was there for the ad limina visit of the 

Chaldean Synod. Sitting together in the evening, he said to me: 'Tomorrow I 

will meet the Pope, and I will suggest to him that he should convoke a Synod 

for the Middle East.' The suggestion was obviously taken seriously by His 

Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. 

Cf. Instrumentum Laboris, Synod of Bishops, Special Assembly for the Middle East: The 
Catholic Church in the Middle East: Communion and Witness. 'Now the company 
of those who believed were of one heart and soul' (Acts 4:32), Vatican City 2010, 
http:/ /www.vatican.va/ roman_curia/ synod/ documents/ rc_synod_doc_20100606_ 
instrumentum-mo_en.pdf. 

2 Cf. Sixth Meeting of the International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue 
between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, Rome, Italy, 
26-30 January 2009, in The Pontificaf Council jor Promoting Chnstian Uni!J, Information
Service No. 131 (2009/I-II), pp. 28-29.
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